BLACK RIVER FALLS UTILITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
December 18, 2023

Utility Commission President John Lund called a meeting of the Black River Falls Municipal Utility
Commission to order on December 18, 2023 at 4:27 p.m. in the Utility Conference Room at 349 South
McKinley Street. Commissioners in attendance were Jeff Amo, Jay Eddy, Don Mathews, and Pete Olson.
Also present were General Manager Casey Engebretson, Electric Supt. Kevin LaValley, and Garrett
Aleckson (Banner Journal).

A motion was made by Commissioner Mathews and seconded by Commissioner Eddy to approve the
minutes from the November 27, 2023 regular meeting.

Aye: Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Olson and seconded by Commissioner Amo to approve the
accounts payable vouchers; VC #41372; CK #41685 - #41753; EP #100778 - #100785 — Totaling
$1,056,465.69.

Aye: Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson
Motion Carried.

The Commission reviewed the November 2023 arrears.

Casey Engebretson informed the Commission that water and wastewater staff completed flow and
pressure measurements in various locations throughout the water system. This testing is the initial step in
updating the water system study. The next phase includes modeling potential development areas to
determine future water system infrastructure needs.

Casey Engebretson informed the Commission that the WWTP is working with a chemical supplier to test
a new chemical for phosphorus reduction to replace the current rare earth chemical. The new chemical is
less expensive, is expected to maintain lower sludge production, and has shown positive results from
preliminary jar testing. WWTP staff is seeking a quote to use the new chemical on a trial basis.

Casey Engebretson presented the Commission with recommended donations for remaining 2023 Value of
Public Power (VPP) Funds.

A motion was made by Commissioner Eddy and seconded by Commissioner Amo to approve the
following donations from the VPP Funds:

$695 Community Contribution — BRF Parks & Rec for the All-Abilities Playground
$500 Economic Development — BR Downtown Association

$500 Economic Development — BR Area Chamber of Commerce

$1,000 School & Education Outreach — BRFHS Tech Education

Aye: Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson
Motion Carried.
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Casey Engebretson provided an update on the Forebay project. Casey collaborated with the WI Dept. of
Natural Resources and the US Fish & Wildlife Service to conduct historical and endangered resources
reviews. This review is complete as it was determined that the project with have “No Impact” on
resources. Casey also stated that federal regulations require a plan review by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for major maintenance projects on hydroelectric facilities. Casey
reviewed the scope of work with the FERC. The FERC determined the project was considered minor
maintenance, therefore, a detailed plan review was not necessary. Casey informed the Commission that
we will proceed to bid as soon as the plans and bid documents are completed. Project financing will be
discussed in the near future. The Utility received a Department of Energy Hydroelectric Generation
Incentive, in the amount of $50,755, which will be used to offset a portion of the costs of the project.

The next meeting is scheduled for January 29, 2024.

A motion was made by Commissioner Amo and seconded by Commissioner Olson to adjourn the meeting
at 4:56 p.m.

Casey Engebretson, General Manager
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