
BLACK RIVER FALLS UTILITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 30, 2023 

 

Utility Commission President John Lund called a meeting of the Black River Falls Municipal Utility 

Commission to order on October 30, 2023 at 4:29 p.m. in the Utility Conference Room at 349 South 

McKinley Street.  Commissioners in attendance were Jeff Amo, Jay Eddy, Don Mathews, and Pete Olson. 

Also present were General Manager Casey Engebretson, Office Manager Julie Babcock, Lineman Justin 

Grant, Aaron Bembnister (Teamster Local 662), and Garrett Aleckson (Banner Journal). 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Eddy and seconded by Commissioner Mathews to approve the 

minutes from the September 25, 2023 regular meeting. 

 

 Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Olson and seconded by Commissioner Amo to approve the 

accounts payable vouchers; CK #41554 - #41625; EP #100761 - #100770 – Totaling $696,169.18. 

 

Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson 

Motion Carried. 

 

The Commission reviewed the 3rd Quarter financials and August 2023 arrears. 

 

Casey Engebreetson informed the Commission that a water leak was discovered on N. Water St and 

repaired. Water staff estimated the leak was causing approximately 30,000 gallons of water loss per day. 

Water staff also finished up fall hydrant flushing. 

 

Casey Engebretson provided additional information on the Water Quality Trading (WQT) Clearinghouse. 

The Commission asked Casey to continue looking into the possibility of using WQT for phosphorus at 

the WWTP. 

 

Casey Engebretson informed the Commission that one (1) bid was received for the WWTP sludge 

hauling. Casey requested that any action on the approval/denial of the bid be tabled. Casey felt the bid 

was too high and will come back to the Commission with options once he discusses the issue with the 

City Attorney. 

  

A motion was made by Commissioner Mathews and seconded by Commissioner Amo to table the issue 

until a later date. 

 

Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson 

Motion Carried. 

 

Casey Engebretson presented the Merrillan Apprentice Lineworker Support Agreement to the 

Commission. Casey explained the mutual aid sections were removed. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Amo and seconded by Commissioner Eddy to authorize Casey 

Engebretson to execute the Apprentice Lineworker Support Agreement with Merrillan. 

 

Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson 

Motion Carried. 



Casey Engebretson presented the Commission with an award letter from the Department of Energy for the 

Hydroelectric Generation incentive. Casey stated that although only 2021 generation was eligible for the 

incentive, the incentive per kWh increased, resulting in an incentive of approximately $50,000. 

 

Casey Engebretson informed the Commission that the security cameras have been installed and are 

working well. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mathews and seconded by Commissioner Amo at 4:59 p.m. to 

adjourn to closed session pursuant to Section 19.85 (1)(c) - Consider employment, promotion, 

compensation, or performance evaluation of any public employee subject to the jurisdiction or authority 

of the governing body; 2024 Wage Negotiations with Teamsters Local 662. 

 

Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Amo and seconded by Commissioner Mathews at 5:43 p.m. to 

reconvene to open session.  

 

Aye:  Lund, Amo, Eddy, Mathews, and Olson  

Motion carried. 

 

A tentative offer was made to the Teamsters Local 662 for a 2024 wage adjustment of 4.25%. The offer 

will be taken to the represented staff for consideration. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday November 27, 2023. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Amo and seconded by Commissioner Eddy to adjourn the meeting 

at 5:44 p.m. 

 

 

Casey Engebretson, General Manager 
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